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[image: image1.jpg]There was,' I believe, an organisation of the I.R.B.
existing in Athlone as early as 1914 or earlier. I did not
become a member until 1918. I was soon appointed Centre
for the Co. Westmeath and I organised circles in Moate,
Gleniden, Mullingar, Cloghan, Ferbane and other centres.

The initial work of members was the selection and introduction
of recruits and men to fill the key positions,so to speak;
all members of the I.R.B. were also members of the Volunteer
,force, and thus they acted as a backbone , so to speak, for

the Volunteer force.

I represented the county at meetings of the Leinster
Council held in Dublin. Business was generally of a routine
nature, reports and progress from the different areas and a
discussion on the situation in the country and plans and
suggestions for intensifying the fight against the enemy.
At a meeting held in Dublin in early 1919, it was agreed
that the powers of the I.R.B. as the government of the
country would be transferred to the Dgil on condition that
the D&il carried out the programme of the Brotherhood to
the full letter of the law; and,v in case‘/:f the D4il not

doing so, the D4il would autématically cease o be the
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government of the country the functions of which would again

revert to the I.R.B.




